2025/26 Responsible Procurement Workstreams Update
Scope 3 Emissions - Collate more accurate data and calculation of our Scope 3 supply chain emissions through the use of the new Net Zero Supplier Tool created by NetPositive Futures.  
· In 24/25 the number of suppliers contributing data to the NetPositive Futures tool increased from 18% to 25%. 
· The communication to suppliers who have not engaged with the tool or updated their Scope 1,2,3 data recently was delayed in 25/26 as a number of other supplier communications needed to be sent out about our Finance system changes. These comms will be sent out in 26/27. 
Circular Economy - Work with suppliers, funders and other HE organisations to improve circular economy practices, particularly in the IT and Labs areas. 
· UniGreen, Warpit and the Device Lifecycle initiatives continued in 25/26 and attention is now turning to bottle schemes, gas suppliers, and other lab products such as lab coats and other products which may be eligible for ‘take-back’ schemes by our labs suppliers. 
· Members of Procurement and Sustainability continue to attend the EAUC Circular Economy & Waste Reduction Responsible Procurement Group and the Concordat for the Environmental Sustainability of Research and Innovation Practice Discussion Group we are collaborating with other HEIs to put pressure on suppliers to reduce waste, offer alternative more sustainable products and develop guidance for sustainable procurement in grant writing. 
Collaboration within the HE Community - Work with the HE Procurement consortia to reduce duplication of effort by universities and suppliers on responsible procurement policy, operational processes, sustainable purchasing and reporting.  
· In addition to the Waste and Concordat groups mentioned above, the University of Reading also collaborates with other HEIs on SUPC and LUPC groups such as the Responsible Procurement, Supplier Relationship Management Group. 
· Members of Procurement Estates, IT, Labs category teams have also attended a number of training and webinar sessions where responsible procurement in the supply chain, tenders and evaluation have been the focus. 
UoR as Responsible Consumers - Continue our work through tendering, supplier and contract management and involvement with external organisations such as Electronics Watch, Fairtrade Foundation, Sustainable Restaurant Foundation, NetPositive Futures to make more responsible choices. 
· At the Procurement team meeting in May 2026, we did an annual review of areas where are suppliers are making good progress related to responsible procurement and those who can improve. We aim to work more closely with the Sustainability team in 26/27 to integrate more relevant evaluation criteria into responsible procurement market engagement, tenders, evaluation and supplier reviews. 
· In June 2025, UoR increased our University and Colleges Fairtrade award from two to three stars – we are only one of two universities with this accolade.



