Webinars

Remote live teaching and seminars

Whilst there are numerous tools you can use to host a live webinar, Blackboard provides an inbuilt webinar
function called ‘Collaborate’. You can share your screen, presentation slides/documents and webcam feed in
a secure online environment. Students can interact via the chat forum or come onto video/mic. Collaborate

also offers virtual polling and other interactive tools.

Session plan:

1. Recap Ally
(quick dema showing tool updates)

2. Updates—what's new and how has
Ally been used at UoR so far?
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5. Complete a project survey
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Screenshots of Blackboard Collaborate webinar room. Presenters can share video via their webcam.

Top tips?

e Use a webinar where live student interaction is needed.

e Smaller groups foster greater interaction from students — consider dividing ‘live’ teaching into smaller
groups and supplement ‘live’ with asynchronous activity.

e Host a practice session first, to orientate yourself and students in the tool. The student TEL Support

site offers a range of student facing resources and joining instructions. *scroll to end of page

e Record your session for students who could not attend, Collaborate provides a recording function

and allows MP4 downloads.

We strongly recommend using a headset when conducting a webinar for best audio quality. In addition,
find a quiet room and ensure private data in not in view (physically or virtually — such as email

notifications when screen sharing).

Getting started

Use our Blackboard Collaborate Support Guides to find out how to plan, set-up and run a session.

Aim to make them interactive and collaborative, using active learning techniques to engage students. Use

the following guides to help you:

Basic principles

Presentation techniques



https://sites.reading.ac.uk/tel-support/blackboard-collaborate-help-index/#resources
https://sites.reading.ac.uk/tel-support/blackboard-collaborate-help-index/
https://www.bb.reading.ac.uk/bbcswebdav/institution/Services/CQSD/TEL/Guides/Staff/Collaborate/Bb%20Collaborate%20-%20Basic%20Principles.pdf
https://www.bb.reading.ac.uk/bbcswebdav/institution/Services/CQSD/TEL/Guides/Staff/Collaborate/Bb%20Collaborate%20-%20How%20to%20present%20in%20a%20webinar.pdf
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